lesions are impossible to define. Figure 172 (a chest X-ray) is a very poor example of syphilitic aortitis. Gonorrhoea is illustrated by a single plate showing gonococci in a smear; there are no pictures of any clinical manifestations of this disease nor are there any of chancroid or lymphogranuloma venereum. The short text has some serious omissions and inaccuracies: for instance the use of culture techniques in the diagnosis of gonorrhoea in the female is not even mentioned; descriptions of non-gonococcal genital infection and Reiter's disease are completely omitted. It would really be much better in any future editions to confine this section to the skin manifestations of syphilis.
Having made these remarks on that section of the book which this reviewer is best fitted to criticize, it should be added that no doubt this volume will be widely used in reference libraries: its cost appears to preclude its purchase by students or general practitioners. March 1963 under the aegis of the Ciba Foundation. The first part consists of formal papers and the discussion which followed them, while the second part is a largely unscripted discussion by about thirty invited participants. Many aspects of the subject are considered, including the effects of drugs on different aspects of animal behaviour and the importance of such factors as the nutritional state of the animal and its genetic background which may modify drug action. The book will clearly be of most value to research workers but there is a good deal of interest to the clinician, in particular the discussion on how far results can be extrapolated from animals to man. London: Cassell 1964 To follow the great Victor Bonney is a great honour and equally a challenge. MacLeod and Howkins have successfully met this challenge and have brought Bonney's classic up to date. The 'atmosphere' of the book is maintained partly by retaining much of Bonney's famous black and white drawings (some replaced skilfully by Mrs Lesley MacLeod) but also by the authors' lucid English style. Although the book aims primarily at teaching surgical technique the authors are fortunately drawn into arguments under the heading 'Conditions and indications for operation', and again in frank criticism of the value of several operations.
Your reviewer especially enjoyed the excellent chapter on extended pelvic surgery for cervical cancer which was balanced by a chapter on radiotherapya boon to the registrar aiming for promotion and higher degrees.
The authors have a reasonable aversion to writing about an operation they do not carry out themselves, such as subtotal hysterectomy; I thought they might also have put Gilliam's operation in the waste paper basket, especially the line about the painful prolapsed ovary and the bulky post-abortal uterus, both alleged to be cured by putting a tuck in the round ligaments. Caesarean section might also, I think, be left to obstetric textbooks, although the drawings are splendid. (Did V B really put volsella on the lower segment?)
On the other hand, I was looking forward to an explanatory and critical note on the marsupialization of Bartholin's cyst which many of my younger colleagues favour in preference to excisionnot always practicable and sometimes followed by a hematoma.
Culdoscopy which is now being used more frequently in the United Kingdom must also surely be given more than a few lines in the next edition.
In the Aldridge sling type of operation for stress incontinednce of urine the senior author recommends instead of fascia, polyvinyl alcohol sponge: with only 1 failure in 20 operations we shall await with interest the detailed publication of this achievement, especially after prolonged follow-up. The repair of cystocele was mentioned as part of the sling operation; surely this is the old German Schutzverband techniqueusing slings when the repair of cystocele appeared impossible or inadequate? The impression given, which I am sure was unintentional, is that patients with cystocele and stress incontinence should be treated by a sling operation.
Throughout the book and especially in the final chapters the authors' extensive experience in gynwcological surgery shines through the text. That is not to say that there is no controversy in the book; it would be dull reading if that were so. For example, in deep femoral thrombosis some would criticize their treatment with one dose of 12,500 units of heparin with phenindione to follow; the initial forty-eight hours in bed I should also criticize. The authors, however, have obviously thought deeply about thrombo-embolism and they offer a plan of action for consideration and appraisal. Equally they have clear views on complications such as the injured ureter, ileus and bladder infection and so onall of which I found stimulating and instructive.
How does one read a classic as well known as Bonney; dip into it or go through it cover to cover? Well, it depends on one's age, I suppose. Your reviewer over the years has often looked at the pictures to brush up before an operation or teaching session to find himself inevitably rereading and once again enjoying it. On the other hand, younger colleagues in training will read the library copy from cover to coverto conclude that they must buy this for their personal bookshelf.
The This valuable book constitutes the proceedings of a three-day discussion by 26 eminent workers in the field of diabetes mellitus. The subjects dealt with are the natural history of diabetes, the pancreas, the biosynthesis and secretion of insulin. plasma insulin, insulin antagonism, the vascular lesions including the biochemistry of blood vessels and the role of the pituitary in human diabetes and its complications. Of interest is the measurement by immunoassay of plasma insulin concentrations in relation to the degree of impairment of glucose tolerance in diabetics: it was observed that, whereas in diabetic ketosis the plasma insulin is low and with progressive impairment of glucose tolerance there is a progressive loss of the ability to produce insulin, mild diabetes is associated with a failure to respond to endogenous insulin and the earliest changes in glucose tolerance are not necessarily associated with a delayed rise of the plasma insulin concentration following the administration of glucose; in fact subjects showing minor changes in glucose tolerance may have a raised fasting plasma insulin level even when they have a normal fasting blood sugar. Of particular interest too is the concept that a fundamental abnormality in essential or idiopathic diabetes mellitus is increased synalbumin antagonism to insulin which apparently is inherited by essential diabetics on a mendelian 'dominant' basis and is mediated through the pituitary-adrenal system. The clinical type of diabetes and the time of onset of carbohydrate intolerance will depend on the degree of antagonism and on the ability of the P cells of the pancreas to respond. Quite a revolutionary suggestion by one participant is that the first change in idiopathic diabetes may be in the capillary membrane. The role of the pituitary growth hormone is discussed, but at present there is only indirect evidence that it plays any part in the etiology and complications of diabetes mellitus.
The book is recommended to all interested in this subject.
A For more than a decade Professor Smithers has delighted audiences at august eponymous lectures and at the same time stimulated his fellow specialists by his fresh approach to the problems of neoplasia in man. This book brings together nine such essays, published on diverse occasions, with two previously unpublished statements in the form of an introduction and an appendix. The thread which unites them all is the idea that neoplastic diseases should be regarded as part of a wide range of failures in normal growthregulating mechanisms rather than single entities due to a specific intracellular change. The theme is expressed in individual lectures in a variety of ways: in relation to the treatment of breast cancer, the significance of tumours of the thyroid gland, the spontaneous regression of tumours, their spread by the blood stream; and particularly in an attack on 'cytologism' and the idea of the so-called cancer cell. The main ideas are clearly set out in an appendix so as to offer critics the best opportunity for possible refutation. This is a book brim-full of ideas, many of which have already gained more acceptance than perhaps the author suspects. Written by a clinician, its philosophy is that of a shrewd observer not only of the varied manifestations of neoplasia in man but also of the contemporary scene in cancer research. This, he thinks, needs more scope for the testing of ideas and less waste on the collection of unrelated data. In fact a
